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FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR RIJNMOND

House of  Representat ives  approves  cons t ruc t ion of  Maasv lakte  2

SEA DEFENCE

With 134 votes for and 16 against, 

the House of Representatives 

endorsed Minister Peijs’ plans, 

which should ensure that the fi rst 

containers can be unloaded on the 

quay of Maasvlakte 2 by 2013 at 

the latest. The proposal to 

immediately position the sea 

defence of Maasvlakte 2 in the 

proper place also received 

overwhelming support. In previous 

plans, the sea defence was to be 

constructed in phases and shifted 

seaward depending on the number 

of companies interested in space on 

Maasvlakte 2. However, 

that idea is no longer practical now 

that agreements have already been 

made with customers for more than 

40% of Maasvlakte 2. 

GREEN PORT

The House of Representatives and 

the Cabinet have said that 

Maasvlakte 2 must be as accessible 

as possible to inland shipping and 

the rail network. More intensive use 

of these means of transport must 

help improve the quality of life and 

the accessibility of the surrounding 

area. Representatives of the political 

parties spoke about the 

construction of Maasvlakte 2 in 

terms of opportunities and 

aspirations for the economy and the 

quality of life in the area. They 

therefore urged the parties 

concerned to focus not just on the 

fi nancial aspects, but also on the 

environment and the quality of life. 

The MPs also said that the Port of 

Rotterdam Authority must play a 

major role in the development of 

this ‘Green Port’. 

Don’t only focus on the fi nancial aspects, but also on improving the environment and the quality of life 

in the Rijnmond area. With this message for Transport Minister Peijs and the Port of Rotterdam Authority, 

the House of Representatives endorsed the government decision on the Mainport Development 

Rotterdam Project (PMR) in October. Expanding the port with Maasvlakte 2 is part of PMR, as is the 

realisation of a new 750-hectare nature reserve and recreation area in the surroundings of Rotterdam. 

A third important mainstay of PMR is the implementation of projects in the existing port area that will 

result in a better quality of life in the Rijnmond area and more effi cient use of the port sites.

2007, YEAR OF PERMITS
Next year, the Port of Rotterdam Authority will apply for the permits for the construction of 

Maasvlakte 2. A great deal of research has been carried out to satisfy all the conditions required e.g. 

for removing sand from the seabed or spraying sand into the sea. This research is needed so that the 

effects of the construction, design and use of Maasvlakte 2 can be worked out in advance. A permit 

can only be granted when all the effects are known and the appropriate measures have been taken 

to avoid, prevent or compensate for any negative effects.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

ASSESSMENTS

The results of the studies into the 

effects of Maasvlakte 2 will be 

included in two environmental 

assessments. There will be a report 

for Construction and Zoning. The 

Zoning environmental impact 

assessment will form the basis for 

the zoning plan to be drawn up and 

agreed for Maasvlakte 2. A zoning 

plan for the current Maasvlakte that 

has been amended by the Municipal 

Council of Rotterdam is required 

before permits can be granted.

The draft permits, the draft zoning 

plan for Maasvlakte 2 and the 

amendment decision for the current 

Maasvlakte will be open to public 

comment. This is expected to take 

place in the spring of 2007. 

continuation on page 2
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ALLOCATION OF 
SECOND TERMINAL

AGREEMENTS FOR CLEAN AIR
The current air quality in the Rijnmond area does not satisfy the 

European norm. This is mainly due to concentrations of fi ne dust 

and nitrogen oxides (NOx) in the air. The relevant authorities in 

the area have therefore agreed on measures to ensure that the 

norm is satisfi ed as soon as possible. It goes without saying that 

new activities in the port may not lead to a deterioration of the 

air quality. This is why the authorities in question have agreed 

on measures with the Project Mainport Development Rotterdam 

(PMR) that make growth of the port possible in a healthy living 

environment.

Without environmental measures, construction of Maasvlakte 2 would 

signify a slight deterioration of the air quality in Rijnmond. The main 

cause of that would be the increase in traffi c on the roads from and to the 

Maasvlakte. The State, the Provincial Government of Zuid-Holland, the 

Municipality of Rotterdam, the DCMR environmental agency and the Port 

of Rotterdam Authority have all therefore agreed on measures for the 

future. This will ensure that the competitive position of Rotterdam becomes 

stronger while the environment also benefi ts.

CLEAN TREND

The parties in question are convinced that these measures will enable the 

port and the resulting transport fl ow to grow while the quality of the 

environment also improves. This conviction is based on recent research 

and on the current trend that shows that the air in the Rotterdam region is 

becoming increasingly cleaner while economic activity and traffi c are 

increasing.

The two environmental impact 

assessment will then be open for 

perusal together with the draft 

permits, the amendment decision 

and the draft zoning plan for 

Maasvlakte 2.

continuation of page 1

Expanding Rotterdam port with Maasvlakte 2 is very important for 

the economy and for the port’s international competitive position. 

That is the opinion of 80% of the Dutch population, as shown in a 

recent survey conducted by TNSnipo. Two-thirds of the respondents 

are proud that the Netherlands is undertaking a port expansion 

like Maasvlakte 2. The survey is representative for the Dutch 

population over 18. 

Part of the second terminal for container transhipment on 

Maasvlakte 2 will be ready by 2014. This has been agreed by APM 

Terminals and the Port of Rotterdam Authority. The transhipment 

premises will cover a maximum of 170 hectares and the annual 

processing capacity can grow to 4.5 million TEU.*

The 600-metre-wide terminal will 

include a deep-sea quay at least 2800 

metres long with a depth of up to 20 

metres and a 500-metre quay for 

inland shipping and quay for feeder 

with a depth of more than 10 metres. 

In addition, the terminal will be 

directly connected to the Betuwe rail 

route.

CONTINUED GROWTH

It has been guaranteed simultaneously 

with this contract that APM Terminals 

and Maersk Line can also enjoy 

continued growth in Rotterdam in the 

long term. APM Terminals is part of 

the Danish AP Møller - Maersk. The 

shipping company Maersk Line is a 

sister company of APM Terminals that 

was formed after the takeover of P&O 

Nedlloyd by Maersk Sealand. With a 

market share of 18%, Maersk Line is 

the world’s largest company in the 

marine transport of containers. APM 

Terminals is third on the world list of 

container stevedores and already has 

a container terminal in Rotterdam. 

After the bidding procedure for the 

fi rst terminal on Maasvlakte 2 has 

resulted in a signed contract in the 

middle of next year, more than 40% of 

the port expansion surface area will 

have been distributed before building 

has even started. This fulfi ls an 

important condition for the 

construction of Maasvlakte 2.

WIDELY KNOWN, BUT MORE 

INFORMATION NECESSARY

Publ i c  survey  on Maasv lakte  2
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* Twenty foot Equivelant Unit, a unit measurement 
for containers
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As far as the preparation and 

execution of the project are 

concerned, the respondents were 

found to be not so knowledgeable. 

For this reason, almost half of them 

said they would like more 

information about the land 

reclamation. For example, 40% of 

the respondents are concerned 

about the consequences of 

Maasvlakte 2. 

People are wondering what the land 

reclamation will mean for the 

natural surroundings, the landscape 

and the environment.

Providing more specifi c information 

and showing how Maasvlakte 2 is 

being prepared. That is the 

conclusion that the Maasvlakte 2 

project organization has drawn from 

the survey results. And this is one of 

the reasons why informative 

evenings in a number of the 

surrounding municipalities are on 

the agenda for this autumn.

Expanding Rotterdam port while also improving the environment and 

the quality of life in Rijnmond? Developing a 750-hectare nature 

reserve and recreation area in Rijnmond? It looks like there will be a 

fair amount of activity in the next few years. Now that the House of 

Representatives has approved the future plans for the port area, 

implementation of the different projects will start in 2008. Informative 

meetings will be held this autumn to provide information to all the 

people who are involved or interested. Interested parties from 

Westland to Zeeland and from Oostvoorne to IJsselmonde can come 

to the meetings to fi nd out more, ask questions and acquaint 

themselves further with projects that may be taking place in their 

immediate surroundings. In November, the residents of the 

municipalities in question will receive a newspaper with information in 

the mail. The newspaper will specify when and where the informative 

meetings are to be held. 

INFORMATIVE MEETINGS IN 
THE REGION

MAASVLAKTE 2, SAFE 

ACCESS AT ALL TIMES

INCREASE IN SEA AND 

INLAND SHIPPING

The number of calls by ocean-going 

vessels in Rotterdam is expected to 

increase from 30,695 in 2004 to 

about 52,000 in 2035. These fi gures 

are even higher for inland shipping. 

The terminals on the current 

Maasvlakte alone already handle 

52,000 inland vessels a year. That 

number is set to rise to 139,000 in 

2035 (Maasvlakte 1 and 2). 

As a result of the increase in 

shipping traffi c, a number of points 

in the port will become extremely 

busy between 2025 and 2035. 

Thanks to good traffi c guidance, the 

high safety level will remain 

unimpaired. The introduction of a 

new traffi c management system 

(Vessel Traffi c Management Future) 

will help in this respect. This process 

of innovation has already been set 

in motion and is being implemented 

gradually. According to 

expectations, the future traffi c 

management system will be 

operational by about 2012. In this 

way, the port of Rotterdam can 

continue to provide very good and 

extremely safe access for every type 

of ship.

CURRENTS AND WAVES

The construction of Maasvlakte 2 in 

the sea naturally has implications 

for the currents and waves. If a port 

is to provide safe access, the 

transverse fl ow in front of and in the 

port entrance is a particularly 

important factor. Extensive 

simulation studies have been carried 

out on this, with the aid of scale 

models, modern calculation 

programs and manoeuvre 

simulators. The conclusion is that 

the land reclamation will lead to 

more favourable fl ow conditions in 

the Maasgeul and the Maasmond 

(the entrance to and exit from the 

port). In the port area itself, the 

current will actually become 

stronger in a number of places. 

Neither sea shipping nor inland 

shipping will be troubled by this. 

Also the wave conditions for sea 

shipping will remain very much the 

same following the construction of 

Maasvlakte 2. 

One of the port of Rotterdam’s main strengths is its good and safe 

access by water. That will shortly also apply to Maasvlakte 2. Even 

the largest container ships, with a capacity of over 12,500 TEU 

(Twenty foot Equivalent Unit), will be able to dock here 24 hours a 

day without any problem.
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