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New zoning plan process initiated

INITIAL PERMITS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED

The most important permits required to start the development of Maasvlakte 2 were requested from accountable

authorities on February 23. The process required to develop a new zoning plan and to modify existing zoning

plans was initiated at the same time. The environmental information required to make a decision regarding these

permits and zoning plans has been consolidated into two environmental impact assessments (EIAs) by the Port of

Rotterdam Authority. The full set of environmental impact assessments includes over 6,000 pages. The key

question for the authorities now is whether the reports are complete.

What are the environmental impacts
of the construction, sand dredging
operations and the presence of the
Maasvlakte 22 The EIA Construction
answers this question. What are the
environmental impacts once the
Maasvlakte 2 is in operation? That
particular analysis is reported in the
EIA Zoning. The Directorate General
of Public Works and Water
Management and the Ministry of
Agriculture, Nature and Food
Quality, as the authorities
responsible for issuing permits, and
the Municipality of Rotterdam, as the
authority responsible for the
preparation of zoning plans, will use

both reports to formulate an opinion

about the short and long term

impacts of the construction and
operation of Maasvlakte 2. This is
necessary, for example, for issuing
permits to dredge sand from the

seabed.

NO STONE LEFT UNTURNED
Research into widely diverging areas
was conducted to determine the
possible impacts of the construction
and operation of the new port
expansion. A random selection from
this long list includes the following:
air quality, water, soil, coast, sea,
noise, nature, traffic and
transportation, landscape, light and
archaeology. “We analysed every
conceivable impact of Maasvlakte 2,”

says Ronald Paul, Managing Director,

Maasvlakte 2. “From underwater
noise to the transport of fish larvae
in the North Sea and the noise
produced by trains to the impact of
trucks and inland shipping on air
quality. We left no stone unturned,
asked for mathematical models to be
developed that up to now did not
exist and involved leading scientists.
And where there was any doubt, we
took the worst case scenario as the
starting point and based our
measures on that. We certainly did

not go easy on ourselves.”

LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS

As the accountable authorities, the
Municipality of Rotterdam, the
Ministry of Transport, Public Works
and Water Management and the
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and
Food Quality are poring over both
reports at length. Do they meet the
legislative requirements2 Has this
research been carried out in
accordance with required standards.
Has everything been taken into
account? If the answer to these
questions is yes, then the requests for
permits can be processed and the
zoning planning process can be
initiated.

This means that later this spring,
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these requests and the design and
zoning plans, together with the
environmental assessment reports, can
be made available for inspection.
Interested parties are then given the
opportunity to comment on these
documents. Information about the
process will be provided, among
others, through ads in local
newspapers. This involves all primary
permits required for the development
of the Maasvlakte. The necessary
construction permits will be requested

later this year by the contractor.

WHAT2 WHERE?

Three permits have been requested
from the Directorate General of Public
Works and Water Management, while
the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature
and Food Quality received one permit
request and two requests for
exemption, and the Municipality of
Rotterdam received a preliminary
Maasvlakte 2 zoning plan and
proposals for modifying existing
zoning plans. The Port of Rotterdam
Authority also submitted a proposed
zoning plan modification to the

Municipality of Westvoorne.

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS

The environmental reports concerning
the impacts of construction, layout
and operation of the Maasvlakte 2
can be found on the following
website: www.maasvlakte2.com. Due
to the size of the studies, summaries
of both the EIA Construction and the

EIA Zoning are available.
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MAASVLAKTE 2 AND AIR
QUALITY

The air quality in the Rijnmond region currently does not meet European
standards throughout. Air quality is also a point of concern for the port
area. This is particularly true for excessive levels of nitrogen

dioxide (NO2) and, to a lesser degree, for fine dust (PM10) pollution
caused by traffic at a number of locations. In the meantime, the Nether-
lands Environmental Assessment Agency expects air quality to signifi-
cantly improve over the coming years as a result of improved technologies
and cleaner engines. The standards are expected to be met in many areas

within the region in the future.

MAASVLAKTE 2 IMPACTS: TAKING MEASURES AT SOURCE

Although the impact of Maasvlakte 2 on air quality is small, the concentration
of nitrogen dioxide and fine dust is expected to increase in a number of
locations as a result of Maasvlakte 2. This is caused by the increase in
transport by, among others, road and water. And those areas are already
experiencing problems. Due to the fact that today air quality standards, for
example near the A15 highway in the region, are being exceeded the impact
of Maasvlakte 2 on these locations must be compensated for. A package of
offsetting measures is available. There is a strong preference in this regard for

taking measures at source rather than adopting impact mitigation measures.

MEASURES FOR INLAND SHIPPING AND ROAD TRAFFIC

Rotterdam wants to rid itself of ‘polluting ships’. The transition to cleaner
engines is being encouraged through an incentives plan. This initiative is being
intensified by requiring ships that are the heaviest polluters to pay additional
fees when they put in at the port of Rotterdam. The moneys collected are used
to supplement the VERS subsidy programme of the Ministry of Housing, Spatial
Planning and the Environment aimed at replacing and retrofitting polluting
engines. If this does not achieve the intended result, a maximum speed limit
will be imposed on the biggest polluters. To ensure that as of 2025, ships with
polluting engines may no longer enter the port of Rotterdam, there will be a
ban on polluting engines throughout the entire Rotterdam port area starting in
2025.

The focus in relation to road traffic is on better through flow resulting in less
pollution, by implementing dynamic traffic management on the A15 and A4

highways near Rotterdam. If these measures are not sufficient to compensate
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for exceeding allowable standards, then the impacts will be directly

counteracted by placing dust screens (impact mitigation measure) along the
A15 and the A4.

AIR QUALITY AGREEMENT

To ensure that the proper measures are taken on a timely basis, the State,
the Municipality of Rotterdam and the Port Authority will sign an ‘Air Quality
Agreement’ this year. This agreement supplements the zoning plan that the
Municipality of Rotterdam is currently preparing for the Maasvlakte 2. This
is due to the fact that a number of measures cannot be included in the
zoning plan, because these measures are being taken external to the
Maasvlakte 2 planning area. This agreement addresses that issue. Around
September of this year, the Municipality will present the draft zoning plan.
The agreement will then form part of the supporting rationale that will be

included with the draft zoning plan.

MORE THAN IS NECESSARY

Furthermore, the Port Authority is doing more than what is strictly legally
necessary to facilitate the construction of the Maasvlakte 2. For example,
shore-side power outlets will be installed in the Maashaven this year for use
by inland ships and the potential of providing shore-side power supplies for
cruise ships and ferries will be investigated. As far as the railways are
concerned, a trial will be initiated in the fall of this year to test a hybrid
shunting engine. Container terminals that want to set up shop on the
Maasvlakte 2 must reduce the number of containers that are removed by
truck from the current 47% to 35% by 2035. A study is currently underway
into the construction of a container transfer centre for transferring large
numbers of containers between the Maasvlakte and the east side of
Rotterdam. This initiative will also reduce freight traffic. Lobbyists are
focusing on cleaner fuels for shipping by sea as well as inland shipping.
Furthermore, the Port Authority is conducting an assessment to determine if it

is feasible to differentiate seaport fees according to the degree of pollution.

All'in all, Maasvlakte 2 is causing very limited emissions of additional
nitrogen dioxides, fine dust and other polluting substances. This pollution is,
at a minimum, completely offset by a package of compensating and
mitigating measures. As a result, nitrogen dioxide and fine dust do not
represent obstacles to the construction of Maasvlakte 2. In addition to the
conditional measures for the Maasvlakte 2, the Port Authority is developing
a wide range of activities that are intended to improve air quality

throughout the entire port area.




In October 2006, the Upper House approved the Rotterdam Mainport
Development Project Key Physical Planning Decision (Planologische
Kernbeslissing — PKB). A month later, on 22 November, the Upper House also
rallied support for the plans and projects contained in the Key Physical
Planning Decision (PKB). A vote by call was not required — only the members of
the Groenlinks and SP parties had let their opposition be known. For the
Rotterdam region this broad political support for these future plans means that
the twin goals of the PKB can now become reality. The port's economy will be
given room to grow through the construction of the Maasvlakte 2, while the
region’s quality of life will be given a boost by the 750 ha Nature and
Recreation Area Project and by the Existing Rotterdam Area Project. With this,
the nature compensation for Maasvlakte 2 is now also being formulated in the

form of a Key Physical Planning Decision.

In unison

Now that the government’s decision (PKB) concerning the development of the
Rotterdam mainport has been taken, the bodies responsible for executing the
three projects mentioned above will be tasked to transform plans into reality.
The Province of South-Holland will assume responsibility for the realisation of
the 750 hectares of nature and recreation area to the north and south of
Rotterdam. The Municipality of Rotterdam will head up the Existing Rotterdam
Area project designed to counteract noise pollution, re-subdivide areas and
develop various river parks. The construction of Maasvlakte 2 will be carried
out by the Port of Rotterdam Authority.

Once the construction of the Maasvlakte 2 starts up in 2008, both partner
projects must also be underway or at least be at an advanced stage of
preparation. Because it is not possible to do one without the other. This is how

the twin goals are to be given substance. And that's the deal.

Competition on the internet

Develop and manage your own port with
an eye on the environment and economy.
Anyone playing the DOCKS! computer
game on the website maasvlakte2.com
can experience for him/herself how this
is done. A competition is being launched
on the site in April, with great prizes to
be won, weekly and monthly. The best
player over the course of the year will be
proclaimed Dock Master of the Year.

The game is focused on younger people
between the ages of 10-18 years and is very similar to popular games such as
SimCity and Roller Coaster Tycoon. However, the game is not only attracting
the attention of the younger crowd. This was more than evident during the
Wereldhavendagen 2006 event, where DOCKS! was introduced for the very
first time. People of all ages took their places behind the screen. Schools have
also shown an interest in the game. The Dutch vocational school Shipping and
Transportation College in Rotterdam has even included DOCKS! in its
curriculum. Using the training institute’s own website, the game is played by
two different schools. About 200 students between the ages of 14 and 16
years are playing against each other in a bid to acquire the title Best Dock

Master. Play DOCKS! on www.maasvlakte2.com.

SURROUNDING RESIDENTS
INFORMED

Approximately 1,000 interested people took the opportunity during November,
December, January and February to attend information sessions about the future
of the Voordelta and the Maasvlakte 2 and Existing Rotterdam Area projects
that are part of the Mainport Development Rotterdam Project (PMR). In a joint
initiative by the parties involved in the PMR, the information sessions were
organised in 16 different locations in the greater Rotterdam and Voordelta
regions. A wide range of information was displayed on panels during these
information sessions. Specialists in various disciplines were furthermore

available to answer questions and to engage visitors in discussions.

Information session attendees were primarily interested in traffic arrangements
and the impact of Maasvlakte 2 on light, air, sound and views. There also was

a large demand for information about the PMR project as a whole.
Reports about the information sessions will soon be available on the website
www.maasvlakie2.com. The most popular subjects and frequently asked

questions during these sessions will be addressed in these reports.
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